


PE Primary MSG Beach Soccer Boys - Official Guidelines
Age Category  (Year 4)
 
Please read these rules carefully to ensure everyone has a wonderful and safe event. 
General Principles: 
· Sportsmanship is Key: Treat everyone – teammates, opponents, coaches, referees, officials, volunteers, and spectators – with respect and kindness. Applaud good play from all teams. 
· Safety First: Always listen to event officials and referees. Follow their instructions carefully. Your safety is our most important consideration. Be mindful of the sand surface and other players. 
· Fair Play: Compete honestly, follow the rules of the game and the spirit of fair play, and always give your best effort for your team. Respect the referee's decisions. Disagreements may happen, but schools are expected to promote fair play and manage any reactions that may trigger poor conduct from students. Adults must model respectful behaviour at all times. 
· Have Fun! Enjoy the game, playing with your team on the beach, and the spirit of participation. 
· Respectful Behaviour: This is a school event for children. Unacceptable behaviour (e.g., arguing, aggression, disrespect) from any adult (educator, parent, staff, spectator) or player will not be tolerated. 
Team & Player Eligibility: 
· Date of Birth: Players must be born in 2017 
· Age Category: All participating players must meet the age requirements for the category they are playing in, as specified for this event. 
· School Enrollment: All players must be officially enrolled students at the school/college they are representing. 
· Player Line-up: Only those registered for the event with the MEYR Centre for PE & Sport for this event may participate. Last minute changes will not be allowed. 
· Coaches: Teams may have up to two designated educators as coaches, who must be from the participating school. 
Rules for Participants (Players): 
· Team Kit & Equipment: 
· Wear the designated team kit. 
· Each school should bring one set of bibs in case of a colour clash requiring a change. 
· Keepers have to wear a different coloured shirt from the rest of the team. 
· Footwear: Players must play barefoot. Socks, bandages, or any kind of foot covering are not allowed, unless specifically permitted by the referee for a medical reason (subject to safety check). 
· No jewellery/watches are allowed. 
· The Pitch / Field of Play: 
· Stay within the marked boundaries of the sand pitch. 
· Respect all pitch markings. 
· Before the Match: 
· Be ready with your team at the designated time. 
· Listen carefully to the referee's instructions. 
 
· Match Format: 
· Team Size: 5 players per team are allowed on the court at any one time. 
· Playing Time: Matches will be played according to the official fixtures, typically 3 periods of 5 minutes each (3 x 5 min) with no stopping time during periods, unless directed otherwise by the referee for significant delays or injuries. 
· Key Rules: 
· Match Rules: Basic beach soccer rules will be followed. Key rules include: 
· Substitutions: Flying substitutions are allowed (players can enter/exit the pitch during play according to designated zones/procedures). 
· Goalkeeper Back Pass: A pass back to the goalkeeper is allowed. However, if the goalkeeper receives the ball from a teammate via a deliberate pass, they cannot touch the ball with their hands and must play the ball again using their feet within 4 seconds. 
· Out Balls: When the ball goes out of play over the sidelines or goal lines, play is restarted with a kick-in from the point where it went out (or from the corner for corner kicks). The 4-second rule may apply to restarts. 
· Free Kicks: Free kicks awarded for fouls are generally direct (can score directly) and must be taken by the player who was fouled, unless they are injured. No defensive barrier is allowed. 
· Player Conduct: Play the ball, not the opponent. Dangerous play (high kicks near players), tackles from behind, pushing, holding, tripping, dissent, taunting, rough play, or any form of aggressive or unsportsmanlike behaviour like sand throwing or kicking up are not allowed and may result in warnings, free kicks, or sending off. 
· Referee Authority: Respect all decisions made by the referee, even if you disagree. Their decisions are final and cannot be contested. Only the team captain may approach the referee respectfully for clarification if needed and permitted by the referee. 
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