MSG Juniors Football 
Important information and regulations that schools should take into consideration before applying and participating.
1. Fixtures
The qualification rounds will be held according to the following schedule:
Qualification Round 1 – All participating schools
All schools that confirm their participation will be expected to attend the Qualification Round 1 according to the date allocated to their category.
IC = Independent and Church Schools
SS = State Schools
	Date
	Age Category

	16 November
	IC 2018

	17 November
	SS 2018

	19 November
	IC 2017

	20 November
	SS 2017

	23 November
	IC 2016

	24 November
	SS 2016


Qualification Round 2 – Qualifying schools only
Only schools that qualify from Qualification Round 1 will be expected to attend Qualification Round 2.
	Date
	Age Category

	27 November
	IC 2018

	30 November
	SS 2018

	1 December
	IC 2017

	3 December
	SS 2017

	4 December
	IC 2016

	7 December
	SS 2016


All games will be held at the MES Centre for PE & Sport, Hamrun.
Schools are expected to arrive at 9:00am and leave the venue by 12:45pm.
Please note that the above dates are fixed and cannot be changed. Schools are therefore kindly requested to refrain from contacting our office to request a change of date, as changes to the allocated dates will not be possible.
Once a school confirms its participation, our office will contact the school with the necessary follow-up information.

2. Registration
Schools interested in participating are required to submit their confirmation through the MS Forms link below by no later than the 30th of October 2026.
Late registrations will not be accepted.
It is the responsibility of each participating school to obtain the necessary consent from the parent/guardian of every participating student. The consent must confirm that:
· The student has permission to participate in the Malta School Games Juniors Boys Football Tournament.
· The student is fully fit to participate in the event.
· The student does not suffer from any medical condition that would prevent or impede them from taking part safely in the tournament.
All the required information and declarations will be included in the Registration Form, which must be completed by each participating school.
The Registration Form is attached to this email and must be:
· Completed electronically and NOT handwritten.
· Printed after completion.
· Signed where required.
· Presented to one of our staff members on the day of the school's first match, before the start of the first match.
The school must ensure that all requested information, signatures and declarations are included in the Registration Form.
IMPORTANT: If the completed Registration Form, including all the required information and signatures, is not presented to our staff before the start of the first match, the school team will not be allowed to participate, even if the school is physically present at the venue.

3. Team & Player Eligibility

· Participation is open to individual schools only. Combined or amalgamated school teams are not permitted. Any submission involving two or more schools amalgamated into one team will be rejected.
· Each school may participate with only one team per age category (e.g. one team for students born in 2016, one team for students born in 2017, one team for students born in 2018, etc.).
· Each student may participate in a maximum of one team sport discipline and one individual sport discipline.
· Each student may participate in only one age category.
· Students may participate in an older age category, provided that the category is still within the Primary sector.
· If a student is registered to play with a school team in an older age category, they cannot participate in any other age category.
· All participating students must be officially enrolled as full-time students at the school/college they represent.
· Only students officially registered for the event with the MES Centre for PE & Sport Hamrun may participate. Once the list of registered students has been submitted, it cannot be changed.
· Girls may participate in the MSG Football Boys' Tournament. However, a girl who participates in the MSG Football Boys' Tournament cannot participate in the MSG Girls Football Tournament. Therefore, each girl must decide, before the start of the tournament in Term 1, which competition she will participate in.
· While girls are permitted to participate in the MSG Football Boys' Tournament, boys cannot participate in the MSG Girls Football Tournament.
· Students participating in any MSG Juniors team sport cannot participate in any MSG Middle/Secondary team sport.
IMPORTANT: If it is reported and confirmed that any of the above eligibility criteria have not been respected, the school will be automatically disqualified from continuing in the tournament.
4. Complaints Regarding Unfair Play or Eligibility
If a school observes any unfairness, breach of the regulations or other circumstances involving another school which, in their view, may warrant disqualification, this must be reported formally by email no later than the end of the day on which the event took place.
Any complaint or report submitted on the following day or thereafter will not be accepted or considered.
5. Team Format & Match Duration
· Matches will be played 7-a-side, including the goalkeeper.
· Each team may register a maximum of 10 players.
· Unlimited substitutions are permitted at any time during the match.
· Points will be awarded as follows:
o 3 points – Win
o 2 points – Win on penalties
o 1 point – Loss on penalties
· In the event of a draw, three penalties per team will be taken, followed by sudden death if required.
6. Rules of Play
· All free kicks will be indirect.
· All balls going out of play from the sidelines will be restarted with a kick-in. A goal cannot be scored directly from a kick-in.
· The goalkeeper cannot handle a deliberate back pass from a teammate.
· Following an interception, the goalkeeper may move freely and may pass or shoot from any position.
· There is no offside rule.
· Players are expected to play the ball and not the opponent. Dangerous tackles, pushing, holding, tripping, dissent, taunting, rough or aggressive play and other unsportsmanlike behaviour may result in appropriate sanctions, including warnings, loss of possession or sending-off.
· Referee decisions during matches are final.
· Only the team captain may approach the referee, and only respectfully and when permitted.
· Diving or deliberately feigning injury is not permitted.
· Players who are unwell or injured must stop playing and immediately inform the referee or coach.
· Teams should thank the opposing team and referee after the match and leave the playing area promptly.
7. Kit & Equipment
All players must have:
· Shin guards – mandatory
· Appropriate team kit
· Shin guards worn underneath the socks
· Appropriate footwear, such as moulded studs or astro-turf shoes
Although it is not mandatory for each school to have its own specific football kit, it is highly recommended that each participating school invests in a full set of football kit. Playing in the usual school kit may not always be as suitable for the tournament environment.
The following are not permitted:
· Metal studs
· Jewellery
· Watches
· Piercings or any other potentially dangerous accessories
Players should also bring:
· Drinking water
· Sun protection
· A rain jacket, where appropriate
8. Coaches / Educators
· Each team may have a maximum of two designated educators/coaches, who must be from the participating school.
· A maximum of one PE teacher may accompany each team. While schools are strongly encouraged to participate in the MSG, they are also expected to minimise disruption to PE lessons as much as possible. Where possible, schools are therefore encouraged to rotate the PE teacher accompanying the team, so that the same teacher's PE lessons are not repeatedly missed.
· Coaches are responsible for the management, welfare and safety of their players.
· Coaches should promote fair play, positive behaviour and sportsmanship at all times.
· Coaches must remain within the designated technical area.
· Access to the playing area is only permitted with the referee's authorisation, except in cases involving a serious injury.
· Coaches must respect the decisions of the referee and avoid inappropriate behaviour or interference during matches.
9. Before the Match
Teams are expected to:
· Be ready at the designated time.
· Follow the instructions of the event officials and referee.
· Warm up only in the designated area.
· Ensure that all players have the required kit and equipment.
10. Parents, Relatives & School Support
· Parents and relatives are not allowed to attend during the qualification stages.
· Schools are welcome to invite students and teachers from their school to attend and support their team during the qualification stages.
· All permitted spectators must remain within the designated spectator areas and must not enter the playing area.
· Supporters are expected to demonstrate positive and respectful behaviour at all times.
11. Important Event Information
· Coaches/educators are responsible for their athletes throughout the event.
· Schools should bring a first aid kit and any special equipment required by their players.
· Fixtures, results and points will be provided on arrival at the event.
· Awards will be presented at a later stage, as communicated by the organisers.
· Photography may take place during the event.
· Every participating student must have a signed parent/guardian consent form, with the school responsible for ensuring that the required forms are completed and available.
12. Commitment & Scheduling
· Schools are expected to make a full commitment to the tournament once they register.
· Withdrawals are strongly discouraged.
· Schools are responsible for their own transport and related costs.
· Individual requests by email for changes to allocated dates or notifications of unavailability cannot be accommodated.
· Event dates cannot be altered.
· Postponements will only be considered in cases of severe weather or other circumstances beyond the organisers' control. Events may proceed in isolated showers.
· Schools will be informed by email in the event of a postponement or cancellation.
· Late registrations will not be accepted.
13. Conduct & Sportsmanship
The MSG places strong emphasis on respect, fair play, safety and enjoyment.
Unacceptable behaviour by players, coaches, educators or spectators will not be tolerated. Persistent inappropriate behaviour may result in individuals being removed from the event and/or the school being disqualified.
The referee's decisions during the match are final, while the Head Official/Event Director has the final decision regarding the overall event and application of the rules.
We strongly encourage all schools to ensure that students, coaches, educators and any permitted supporters are familiar with the above information before participating.
Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us ensure that the Malta School Games Juniors Boys Football Tournament continues to provide a safe, fair, positive and enjoyable sporting experience for all students.

